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I was able to visit the Wollongong Science Centre and Planetarium from 16-19 February, 2009.

This trip allowed me to look at a number of activities and ideas that the staff at Wollongong currently perform that may be able to be implemented here at Discovery.

We are discussing the possibility of selling telescopes in our gift shop, which Wollongong do quite well. I spoke to the retail manager in depth and learnt the pros and cons of such a venture. I also looked at other shop merchandise that would complement the selling of telescopes, as well as the science shows we present.

Every month Discovery, in conjunction with the local astronomy club, hold sidewalk astronomy nights, where we set up a few telescopes and invite the public to take a look at the Moon and other celestial objects. Wollongong also hold similar events, and it was very informative to discuss how they conducted their evenings. After discussing this with my manager, we have decided to have our centre open during certain sidewalk nights throughout the year, the first such time being this April.

The planetarium at Wollongong presents, beside their astronomical shows, laser shows as well. While this may be beyond our budget at the moment, it did give me some ideas that we may be able to present other type of shows in our planetarium.
Currently, our planetarium is fitted with an inflatable dome. Some of the discussions I had at Wollongong looked at the possibility of purchasing a permanent dome and I was able to gather some contact names and numbers for doing this.
As well as going to Wollongong, I was also able to call in to Sydney Observatory and take a look at their 3D movie set up. This was very useful and allowed me to see if it was something we would be able to look at setting up here in the future.

In summary, my trip was extremely informative and I came away with many ideas and concepts which can be discussed and possibly implemented at Discovery, both short and long term.

I would like to once again thank the ASTEN executive for the opportunity to visit Wollongong and Sydney. This experience has been greatly appreciated and will no doubt be valuable to the ongoing changes and concepts we are implementing here at Discovery and for the Bendigo Planetarium in particular.
