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I took up the position of Manager at Bendigo’s Discovery Science and Technology in April 2008. As such, the ASTEN Conference offered me my first real opportunity to meet many of the faces behind the names I had heard thrown around in conversation, reports and emails regarding science centres and science communication in the Australasia region. I therefore feel that the value of this experience was two-fold for me, given that the conference subject matter was also of great benefit. 

The diversity in material and topics presented throughout the conference provided stimulation for ideas and concepts that could be introduced, improved on and implemented at Discovery. We are currently in the process of re-developing several major components of the Centre, including the education and Planetarium programs, the website and the exhibition space. The ASTEN conference, both formally and informally, addressed issues concerning these key areas. 

With the focus on the formal side of the conference being innovation, many of the sessions were directly relevant to Discovery’s current context. The panel discussions that highlighted what innovation means to science and technology centres, and examined how innovation can closely parallel risk, presented some impressive and useful “real” examples of how science centres had and could be innovative. One example that was particularly interesting from Discovery’s perspective was the use of online and digital media as mentioned by Questacon. Another highlight included Shim’s presentation on Otago Museum and its wonderful exhibitions.

Also of benefit were the opportunities that arose through consequence of the conference being hosted by Questacon. For example, I was able to take advantage of the wonderful resources that Questacon have at their Centre, especially in terms of staffing, with many individuals offering me invaluable advice on topics ranging from shop merchandise to catering programs for new market demographics.

The opportunity to travel to Canberra also allowed for my CEO and I to meet with the Manager of CSIRO Education to discuss re-establishing a relationship between Discovery and CSIRO. This is something that has continued to evolve since the November meeting and hopefully will eventuate in an active Bendigo Double Helix Club in the near future.
In summary, I was provided a fantastic opportunity through the ASTEN Conference Fellowship that I otherwise would not have had. As such, I would like to thank the ASTEN Committee for awarding me the Fellowship, and look forward to developing the skills, ideas and relationships that I gained from this conference. 
